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St Columba's Parish
25 Forrest Street

South Perth WA 6151

22"' July 2020

Children and Community Services Amendment Bill20,9
Legislation Committee
Parliament House

Harvest Terrace, West Perth, WA 6005

Dear Members,

Phone: (08) 93673950
FO Box 52, South Perth WA 6951
email: stcol"inba ansh ninet. met. au

I am a priest of almost 46 years in Holy Orders. During that time, I have only ever
had two confessions concerning possible abuse of a child or vulnerable adult.

The first was as a young priest while temporarily assigned to St. Mary's Cathedral.
The penitent confessed incest, I asked if he would consider counselling and made a
suggestion where it could be sought. The identity of the penitent was not known,
because as is customary, he was shielded by a screen and not visible.

I am concerned that if the proposed legislation was to happen, then I would be
required to report to the police. How could I possibly report someone who's identity is
unknown? The right of the penitent to anonymity doesn't seem to take into account
the uniqueness of confession. It is not like counselling and no one ever presents a
medicare, healthcare card or other identification, Few penitents ever make an
appointment for a face to face encounter.

The second case was more recent, in a packed Cathedral, with multiple Priests
hearing confessions. Because there many confessors riot in the reconciliation room
or confessional. In this case, I did ask the penitent if she had spoken to a counsellor
and she said "yes".

Should this proposed legislation become law, in its present form, I would be required
to inaridatorily report any confession by a child or vulnerable adult, which in turn
would contravene the Seal of Confession, for which I would be under Papal censure
for violating the Seal, and thus no longer able to practise as a Priest in the Church,

If I didn't report any possible confession, I would run the risk of being jailed and
would also lose my Working With Children card, which would mean I wouldn't be
able to function as a Priest in any capacity of Public Ministry.



This is not speculative, because a priest of this Archdiocese has lost his Working
With Children card, even though when the case went to court, the jury found him riot
guilty. Even so, the working with children card was denied him without any evidence
and so without a card, he was forbidden to exercise any Priestly ministry in public,

The Second Case is a national one, in which a Bishop was accused of molesting a
minor many years ago. He was horrified by the accusation, because he had written a
letter at the time, critical of someone else who had been accused.

Furthermore, he wasn't available at the time that the alleged offence occurred. When
the case against him was dismissed, he had to go to the High Court in order to have
his working with children card returned.

Therefore, I earnestly request the members to consider the uniqueness of the
confessional encounter and the consequences of a Working With Children card
being withdrawn without any conviction of misdemeanour.

Yours faithfully,

Rev. Monsignor Brian O'Loughlin, PhD.




